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Window of
opportunity now

Revitalising the facilities, opportunities
and lifestyle of mid-west towns is a chief
benefit of the Oakajee project according
to the Chairman of the Mid-West
Development Commission, Murray Criddle.

Mr Criddle says the benefits of the
project will extend beyond Geraldton
to towns such as Mullewa, Perenjori,
Mt Magnet and Cue. It will allow the
development of the mid-west ore
industry, which in turn will provide the
jobs and opportunities to improve the
livelihood and services in the towns.

“People will have opportunities to work
in industries, and provide services to
industry and businesses, that simply
didn’t exist previously.”

“The mining industry will help grow
the population in these towns, and flow
through to improved roads, rail, airports
and air services,” explains Mr Criddle.

“The project and the Oakajee Industrial
Estate are closely linked. The gas, power,
and water for the industrial estate should
progress now, and we need to push for a
steel mill and a urea plant on the site.”

Mr Criddle says the time is right for
the project.

“We have the overseas demand for the ore,
a greater knowledge of the ore body and
miners coming on stream. The window

of opportunity is now.”

OPR communit
calendar

Presentation, Global Iron Ore and Steel Forecast conference, Perth

24th March

Presentation, WA Major Projects Conference, Perth

30th March

Mid-West visit and OPR project briefing, Curtin University Urban and

Regional Planning students 13th April

Mid-West CCI business after hours hosted by OPR

22nd April, Geraldton

Presentation, WA Local Government Association Murchison Zone meeting

6th May, Cue

Project briefing, Geraldton Independent Retirees Association

14th May, Geraldton

Reaching out to
the Mid-West

Footy, healthy lunches,
community workshops and
Aboriginal art are on the
agenda as OPR continues
its involvement with the
mid-west community.

Open Day

More than 100 mid-west locals dropped
into the OPR office in Geraldton at an open
day held in February. Key OPR staff were
available to meet people, answer questions
and explain the project.

Social Impact Assessment Studies

Three workshops held in February gathered
the thoughts and opinions of mid-west
locals about the opportunities and impacts
of the port and rail project.

The sentiments captured at the workshops,
held at Mullewa, Drummond Cove and
Chapman Valley, contribute to the Social

Impact Assessment being prepared as part
of the project’s feasibility studies.

GNFL

OPR is a major sponsor for the 2010 Great
Northern Football League (GNFL) season,
including football skills clinics to be held
at Mullewa, Meekathara, Cue, Mount
Magnet, Yalgoo, and Pia Wadjarri.

Good Heart

OPR’s ‘Good Heart’ Mid-West Aboriginal
Art Exhibition is to be to be held in Perth
in June.

OPR promoted the development of the
inaugural Good Heart Exhibition in 2008,
helping to bring the vision of local Aboriginal
artists to reality. The first two exhibitions
generated around $120 000 in sales.

Yalgoo Lunch

OPR is providing a vitamin boost to the
Yalgoo School Lunch Program, by funding
daily orange juice for the 29 children
attending the Yalgoo School. ©

Sign up for eNewsletter

Register online at www.opandr.com to receive
your email copy of the OPR eNewsletter.

2010 Good Heart Mid-West Aboriginal Art Exhibition in the QV1 building,

Perth 14th to 18th June
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