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Wednesday 5 May 2010 

OPR helps c reate art from the h eart  

Aboriginal artists from the mid-west have been busy finalising their paintings and creations ahead of this 
year’s ‘Good Heart’ Mid West Aboriginal Art Exhibition proudly supported by Oakajee Port and Rail (OPR). 

Through its involvement with the exhibition OPR aims to support mid-west Aboriginal communities and help 
create a self sufficient business enterprise for the region’s artists. 

The Deputy Premier and Minister for Indigenous Affairs, the Hon Dr Kim Hames, will officially open the 
exhibition on June 14. 

Now in its third year the community project has been a runaway success, with the first two exhibitions 
generating around $120 000 in sales.  

OPR, as the host of the exhibition, takes no commissions, and all money generated by the sales goes 
directly to the artists.  

“We are very pleased to be hosting the exhibition for a third consecutive year. This project is one way OPR 
can provide direct benefit to the people living in the mid-west communities in which we will operate,” says 
Kim Pervan, OPR’s Manager of Community and Public Relations.  

“Not only do the painting sales provide a financial boost to Aboriginal people in remote communities, we are 
working with artists to create a long term future for mid-west art.” 

OPR is the developer of the multi-billion dollar Oakajee port and rail project in Western Australia’s mid-west, 
which will create a new port, 25 kilometres north of Geraldton, linked to regional mines by approximately 
570 kilometres of rail. 

OPR’s support of Good Heart is comprehensive. The company and its business partners fund a Project 
Manager for the exhibition, co-ordinate its staging, provide paint and canvas to artists and provide support to 
bring remote artists and their work to Perth. 

Good Heart Project Manager Nan Rickards says that as it enters its third year the exhibition is making a 
difference in the lives of the artists. 

 “For many of the artists, seeing their work displayed, seeing people enjoying and responding to their work, 
and the fact that people love it enough to buy it, this provides an incredible morale boost which inspires 
them and their families.” 
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“For some artists it is the first time they have experienced success. It’s the first time they have been able to 
explore an artistic gift and have their work exhibited,” says Mrs Rickards. 

Mrs Rickards says that due to the success of the previous exhibitions, a record number of entries were 
expected for the 2010 exhibition. 

“OPR’s support of Good Heart and its success has provided inspiration in these communities. We are 
seeing the number of artists increasing, and the quality and depth of their work growing.” 

The Good He art  2010 exhibition will be on display at the QV1, St Georges Terrace, Perth from 14 -18 
June 2010.  

Good Heart is proudly supported by OPR’s partners. 

 

 

 
OPR acknowledges the assistance of Y Art- Geraldton, Artsource, Tjukurba Gallery - Wiluna, MEEDAC, City 
of Geraldton-Greenough, Mid West Development Commission, Gryphon Management Australia, FD Third 
Person, Market Creations, Jacksons Drawing Supplies and Project Manager Nan Rickards. 
 


